viii                                                                            PREFACE
THE NAVAHO STUDY
THE SOURCES of the present book lie partly in the field work carried
on by the writers for some years before the Indian Education Re-
search project began, partly in the field work of the project. The
published literature has been of little use. Authority for assertions
is to be found mainly in the field notes of the writers and of their
colleagues who have generously supplied unpublished data. A few
facts are drawn from oral statements made in conference by Indian
Service personnel. Interpretations were also importantly influenced
by these discussions and by criticisms of the book in manuscript.
The Introduction, Chapters 5 to 9, and Conclusion were prepared
almost entirely by Dr. Leighton. Dr. Kluckhohn contributed only
some of the descriptions of the three communities and editorial and
critical suggestions. Chapters i to 4 were drafted by Dr. Kluckhohn.
Dr. Leighton supervised the whole testing program for the Navahos
and did a major share of it herself. Dr. Kluckhohn's direct partici-
pation in the testing and' interviewing activities of the project was
limited to about three weeks' work in the Navaho country (of which
only two days were spent at Navaho Mountain and a week at Ship-
rock) and to advice and conferences with the field staff. He also
aided in preparing the pictures used in the Thematic Apperception
Test and experimented with giving some of the tests in Navaho to
children who had previously been tested in English.
The Navaho, also published by the Harvard University Press, is
a companion volume by the same writers. Each book is a separate
study, though the two supplement each other. The Navaho deals
primarily with the situational and cultural context. Children of The
People deals primarily with the psychological end-product in the
individual. While each book stands by itself, two approaches, differ-
ently emphasized in the two books, are necessary for the deepest
kind of understanding. The Navaho way of life may be learned
only by knowing individual Navahos; conversely, Navaho person-
ality may be fully understood only in so far as it is seen in relation
to this life-way and other factors of the environment in the widest
sense. Realization of Navaho culture is dependent upon acquaint-
ance with personal figures, but equally these personal figures get
their definition and organization as individuals only if the student
is in a position to contrast each one with the generalized background
provided by the culture of The People.